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The Great Plains Society was thirty years old at the time this history document
was prepared. This look back at the Society will provide both present and future
members a better understanding of the Society history, and provide a record of the
changes that have taken place in the first thirty years. Much of the information in
this publication is the same as published in the 2004 Twenty Year History, and
Twenty-five Year History in 2008
Highlights of Great Plains Society
* 1980 National Office changes constitution and bylaws
* 1981 Ozark Section votes to remain in tact and form a 4-state Society
* 1981 Nebraska changes name from Central Great Plains Chapter to Nebraska
Society of American Foresters
* 1982 Kansas votes to join with Nebraska
* 1982 Nebraska votes to join with Kansas to form the Great Plains
Society (GPS)
* 1983 First meeting of Great Plains Society on March 4
* 1984 Bylaws of Great Plains Society approved by members
*1987 Walter Bagley elected Fellow
* 1987 David Hintz elected Fellow
* 1988 William B. Clark elected Fellow
* 1989 David Van Haverbeke elected Fellow

* 1989 Members approved changes in the bylaws to do away with the Kansas and
Nebraska Chapters

* 1991 First year Great Plains Society officers were elected by all
members of the Society rather than by each chapter
* 1991 Rocktown Natural Area at Wilson Lake in Kansas approved
* 1993 The title of president changed to chairman and president-elect
changed to chair-elect
* 1993 First year the annual meeting was organized by the chair-elect
* 1995 First year GPS planted a memorial tree at annual meeting
* 1996 Oak tree planted at Geographical Center of the U.S.
* 1996 John Strickler elected Fellow
* 1997 First Walk in the Woods in Nebraska
* 1998 First Walk in the Woods in Kansas
* 1998 Les Pinkerton elected Fellow
* 2000 First Habitat for Humanity tree planting in Kansas and Nebraska
* 2001 Rex Naanes elected Fellow
* 2001 Larry Biles elected Fellow (prior to becoming member of GPSAF)
* 2003 Rachel Allison elected Fellow
* 2003 First year Membership Pins were presented
* 2003 First working field day in place of a field tour
* 2004 Twenty Year History booklet was printed.
* 2004 A $300 scholarship will be allocated each year for members where
employer does not cover travel expenses to attend annual meeting
(not to exceed $100 per member).

* 2005 Bylaws changed to extend terms of chair and chair-elect to 2 years and the
Secretary / Treasurer may be elected or appointed.
* 2008 Wayne Geyer elected Fellow
* 2009 Charles Barden elected Fellow
* 2009 Thousand cankers on black walnut first discussed
* 2010 First multi-state meeting with Missouri in Springfield
* 2011 Donated $200 to Richard Lodes Scholarship Fund
* 2013 Bob Atchison elected Fellow
* 2013 First Annual Meeting that was a formal training session
* 2013 Approved purchase of gpsaf.org domain name

Ozark Section and Central Rocky Mountain Section
In 1980, Kansas was in the SAF Ozark Section that also included Arkansas,
Missouri, and Oklahoma. Nebraska was in the Central Rocky Mountain Section that
also included Colorado and Wyoming. When changes were made in the national
SAF Constitution and Bylaws in 1980, Sections and Chapters were required to make
name and possible boundary changes. Multi-state Sections were required to form an
individual state society or a multi-state society.
The Great Plains Chapter (Nebraska) was given the following choices in
1980: 1. To become a Nebraska State Society; 2. To join the states of Kansas,
Missouri, Oklahoma and Arkansas; 3. To join with Colorado and/or Wyoming to
form a multi-state society. The members voted to join a multi-state society
consisting of Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri. However, the Ozark section voted in
1981 to remain in tact, so Nebraska decided to form the Nebraska Society.
On March 15, 1982, a State-Multi-State Referendum was held in Stillwater,
Oklahoma. Missouri voted 67 to 47 in favor of forming a state society. Arkansas
voted 56 to 55 in favor of forming a multi-state society. Kansas and Oklahoma
were strongly in favor of forming a multi-state society. However, with Missouri
forming a state society, Arkansas decided to also form a state society. This left
Oklahoma and Kansas with a choice to form a state society or a multi-state society.
Kansas decided to join with Nebraska and Oklahoma decided to join with Arkansas
to form the Arkansas-Oklahoma Society.
On July 20, 1982, the Nebraska Society voted 21 to zero to join Kansas and
the Great Plains Society (GPS) was formed.
Great Plains Society First Meeting
The first meeting of the Great Plains Society of American Foresters was held
in the Plant Sciences Building, East Campus, University of Nebraska, at Lincoln,
NE on March 4, 1983. Members present included 14 from Nebraska and 13 from
Kansas. Two guests from Nebraska were also in attendance. The meeting was called
to order by Doak Nickerson.

It was decided that the officers of GPS would rotate between Nebraska and
Kansas. In the odd years, the president and secretary-treasure would be from
Nebraska, and in even years they would be from Kansas. Doak Nickerson who was
serving as Nebraska Chapter president became the first president of GPS since 1983
is an odd year.

Great Plains Society Bylaws
The GPS Bylaws were approved by mail ballot in October of 1984. The
President of GPS from 1983 to 1991 was the chapter president from either Nebraska
or Kansas (even years Kansas and odd years Nebraska). In 1989 the Bylaws were
changed (vote 44-2) to dissolve chapter officers and only have officers for GPS. In
1990, the president and secretary/treasurer were selected from Kansas and the
president-elect from Nebraska and the chapter officers were eliminated. The first
year that the whole membership voted for the Great Plains Society officers was
1991. Chapter and GPS officers are listed in the Appendix.
Bylaws were updated and approved by the National Office and the members in
2005. The main change was to extend the term of the chair and chair-elect to two
years. The secretary/treasure can be elected or appointed each year.

Officers
Officers of the Great Plains Society are listed in the Appendix. The chapter officers
from 1983 to 1989 are also listed. Starting in 1990 the officers were just elected for
the Great Plains Society. Some years changes were made during the year because
members moved out of Kansas or Nebraska. Starting in 2006 the Chair and Chairelect served 2 years, and the Treasurer could serve as many years as decided by the
members.
Meetings
In general, meetings were alternated between the states. A list of the meeting sites is
included in the Appendix. The following section gives detailed information of the
meetings, and includes a group photo where available. In 1998 a Great Plains
Banner was purchased, and a group photo has since been taken with the banner
when it was available.

2009 business meeting in Lincoln, NE.

Annual Meetings
1983 - The first meeting of the Great Plains Society was held at the Plant Sciences
Building on the East Campus of the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss how the new Society would operate and
the need to develop a set of Bylaws. Twenty nine people were in attendance. It was
decided to accept the Executive Committee recommendations that each State
Chapter would contribute $100 to the Great Plains Society (GPS). It was also
decided that the officers of GPS would rotate between Nebraska and Kansas. Jerry
Bratton from Kansas had revised the appropriate SAF Bylaws for use by GPS. The
Bylaws were distributed to those present and were mailed to non-attending members
for comments and suggestions. It was reported that both Northern Oklahoma and
Eastern Colorado are interested in GPS and may petition for membership. A
treasures report indicated that GPS had $120, Nebraska Chapter $502.95 and Kansas
Chapter $316.
1984 - Meeting held at Tuttle Creek State Park near Manhattan, KS. Eleven
members from Kansas and 3 from Nebraska were present. Chairman, Loucks
reported that the Bylaws were approved by the National Office and were sent out to
the members for approval. Changes recommended by the national office included
changing the fiscal year end from March 31 to December 31 and the Forest Science
Coordinator should be a member of the Executive Committee. It was decided to use
the newsletter of the Great Plains Agriculture Council and not try to have a special
newsletter for GPS. All members of GPS will be included on the mailing list for the
Great Plains Agriculture Council newsletter. A motion was passed for GPS to be a
co-sponsor of the North America Windbreak Workshop in 1986 organized by the
Great Plains Agriculture Council at the University of Nebraska. The afternoon tour
included the Kansas forestry research plots below Tuttle Creek Dam, the Kansas
Forestry State Office, and a container grown seedling nursery.
1985 - Meeting held at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Headquarters at Harlan
County Reservoir near Republican City, NE. Meeting was attended by 24 people.
The high registration ($150) at national meetings was discussed. The House of
Society Delegates was also concerned about the meeting costs, but the National
Office was pleased with the attendance at the meetings and saw no need to reduce
the cost.

The day before the business meeting was spent touring different projects at
Harlan County Reservoir. Tour stops included: an overview of the Vegetation
Management Project at Harlan County Reservoir by the Nebraska Forest Service,
cottonwood timber harvest; wildlife habitat needs; herbicide trials, silver maple
provenance test; black walnut and black cherry plantings; direct seeding; firewood
plantations; and forest management along rivers.
1986 - Meeting held in conjunction with International Windbreak Symposium at
Lincoln, Nebraska. The meeting was attended by 24 people including SAF members
from Colorado, North Dakota, and South Dakota. The meeting was held to discuss
the possibility of changing the Great Plains Society to include five or seven states or
to establish a SAF working group on windbreaks. It was decided that including
more states would increase membership, but the distance to travel to meetings would
be too great. It was decided to pursue the idea of forming a Working Group on
windbreaks and to petition the National Office. The Working Group would use the
annual meeting of the Great Plains Forestry Committee as a technical meeting.
1987 - The meeting was held in Grand Island, NE. The meeting was attended by 5
members from Nebraska and Max Craighead, District 9 Council Member from
Oklahoma. No members from Kansas attended the meeting. The field trip included
a stop at Red Cedar Products near Clarks, NE. The second stop was at Mormon
Island which is mostly owned by the Whooping Crane Trust. The Trust is interested
in creating whooping crane habitats and was doing extensive clearing of cottonwood
stands. The business meeting was held in the afternoon at the Central Platte NRD
office in Grand Island. This was the first meeting that the possibility of having the
secretary/treasurer of GPS serve two years was discussed.
1988 - The meeting was held in Atchison, Kansas. The field tour included the
Missouri River bluffs, and two walnut plantings. The Grand Canyon of Kansas was
also visited. Thirteen members and seven Kansas State University forestry students
participated in the tour. A list of members present was not available and the minutes
do not indicate that anyone from Nebraska attended the meeting.
Max Craighead, Council Member Voting District IX indicated that there will
be dues increase in 1990. Other discussion included the need to revitalize and
strengthen the Great Plains Society. One possibility was to have the meetings as a
joint meeting with other professional societies. This was the first meeting that a
discussion was held to have the officers serve as representatives for both Chapters.
No action was taken but the idea was going to be pursued.

A resolution recommending that the Kansas Department of Forestry seek
cooperate funding for Project Learning Tree for at least two years and request
funding from the state after that was passed.

1989 - The meeting was held at the East Campus Union at the University of
Nebraska. The meeting was attended by 16 members from Nebraska and 9 members
from Kansas. At the business meeting it was decided to do away with the Kansas
and Nebraska Divisions (Chapters) and only have officers for the GPS. This would
reduce the number of officers from eight down to four and would simplify things
and make GPS more efficient. (Note: the change received approval from the
National Office and 2/3 of the members approved by mail ballot. The Bylaws were
also updated to reflect the changes.)
The field tour was held at Walnut Grove Tree Farm near Lincoln, NE. The
second day tour was held at Horning State Farm to view large plantations of eastern
white pine, ponderosa pine, and northern red oak.
1990 - The meeting was held at the Harold G. Gallaher Forestry Building in
Manhattan, KS. The minutes did not indicate how many members were present.
The treasures report indicated that the checking balance was $852.12 and $1,000 had
been placed in a CD. The business meeting included discussions on CFE certificates
and SAF’s policy on sponsoring meetings and workshops by providing
refreshments. It was also suggested that the annual meetings should not be held on
weekends or during pheasant or deer season. The first afternoon was spent at
Nelson’s portable sawmill, solar kiln, dehumidification kiln, and a planting of
Austrees. The field tour was hosted by Len Gould.
The second day was spent touring the walnut plantings and timber
management practices at Fort Riley. The field tour the second day was hosted by
John Barbur.

1991 - The meeting was
held at Omaha, NE.
Tours of Offutt AFB and
a boat tour of the
Heartland of America
Park highlighted the
meeting. The business
meeting included the
need to make sure the
Society is represented at
The House of Society
Delegates meeting at the
National Meeting. The
Executive Committee will decide when financial assistance would be provided. A
letter was written by a member to the Lincoln Journal-Star regarding timber harvest
in the Pine Ridge region. It was determined the member acted appropriately in
recognizing himself as a member of SAF. However, members may want to contact
the Executive Committee for leadership in the future.
1992 - The meeting was held at the Nemaha Natural Resources District Office,
Tecumseh, Nebraska. The theme of the meeting was “Water Quality and Land
Management." Speakers discussed the following topics: water pollution; threatened
and endangered species; sediment and erosion control act; and forest incentives.
The field trip to Turkey Creek Watershed included five stops to discuss riparian
management. Roger Bollinger, Council Representative for District IX, gave a report
from the National Office. In 1992 the Great Plains Society had 62 members. The
goal of the SAF Membership Campaign was for the membership of GPS to reach 80
by 1993.

1993 - The meeting was held in Quinter, KS. This was the first meeting that the fall
meeting was organized by the president-elect instead of the president. Highlights of
the meeting included a “History of Gove County Forest," “Oakley Tree Board
Activities," “Castle Rock," and “Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks." The
field tour consisted of visits to Castle Rock, living snow fence, walnut planting, SIP
planting, and Sheridan County wildlife area. The business meeting included
discussions of the “Walk in the Woods” activities and a report from Roger Bollinger,
Council Representative. The meeting was hosted by Leah and Arlen Rickie.

1994 - The meeting was held in the Lied Conference Center at Nebraska City,
Nebraska in conjunction with the 25th anniversary meeting of the National Walnut
Council. The business meeting included a report by Roger Bollinger, Council
Representative. Roger indicated that the National Office is trying to reduce the size
of district IX and GPS may be placed in a district that includes Colorado, Wyoming,
and South Dakota. The members voted to donate $100 to the Neal Berry Education
Fund. Neal was killed in an automobile accident. He was a member of GPS and
served as Secretary/Treasurer in 1992. Members also participated in the Walnut
Council Meeting.
The field day included a trip to the Horning Farm to discuss forest soils, weed
control, natural stand management, and proper pruning. A visit to the Midwest
Walnut Company included log grading and a sawmill tour.
1995 - The meeting was held at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. SAF liability insurance
was a major discussion. Members decided that the National Office should be
informed that the Great Plains Society recommends that the liability insurance be
prorated by chapter/society membership size. This was the first meeting that GPS
planted a memorial tree at the site of the annual meeting. Field tours included a
wildlife mitigation project on the Benedictine Bottoms, Forest of Friendship and
Missouri River bottoms on Fort Leavenworth. Meeting was hosted by Dave Bruton
and the tour was led by Matt Novac

1996 - Meeting was held at Fort
Robinson State Park, Crawford
Nebraska (combined meeting with
South Dakota and North Dakota State
Societies). Seven members from
Kansas and 9 members from Nebraska
were in attendance. The business
meeting included discussions on the
memorial tree plantings and the
possibility of helping South Dakota
host the National Convention. Robert
Bosworth, President, SAF, Steve
Anderson, District IX Representative,
and Bob Pardido, District Representative all gave reports. The educational part of
the meeting included discussions on Pine Ridge Recreation Opportunities, Noxious

Weeds, Forest Stewardship Program, Northern Great
Plains Plan Revision, and a timber harvesting field
trip. Robert Bosworth, President, SAF gave a great
cross cut demonstration. Dave Bruton reported that
the tree planting at the Geographical Center of the
United States was a big success. The meeting was
hosted by Rachel Allison.

Tree Planting at Geographical Center

1997 - Meeting held at the Holiday Inn-Holidome, Manhattan, KS (with Kansas
Council of Soil and Water Conservation Society and Kansas Chapter of the Wildlife
Society). The business meeting was attended by 10 members from Kansas and 4
from Nebraska. It was reported that the GPS membership now stands at 65. It was
announced that the first Walk in the Woods would be held at Cedar Canyon State
Forest on October 18, 1997. The field tour included Konza Prairie Research Natural
Area, and Hackberry Glen. The indoor session included speakers presenting
information and research important to the sound management of watersheds.

1998 - Meeting held at
the 4-H Camp near
Halsey, NE. The
business meeting
included a report on the
Centennial Celebration
and HSD activities,
status report of the
memorial tree
plantings, Habitat for
Humanity, and Kerry
Schell, District Representative, gave a report on activities on the national level. The
field tour included: Halsey Forest; commercial harvest on the Niobrara River, and a
saw mill. Meeting was hosted by Mike Behrens.

1999 - The meeting was
held at the Fisher Center in
Hiawatha, KS with 10
members from Kansas and
3 from Nebraska in
attendance... The field tour
included a visit to the Doyle
Derek walnut plantation, the
Grand Canyon of Kansas,
and an old Christmas tree
plantation. The tour
continued in the afternoon
with a visit to a saw mill,
composting site, and a
logging operation on the Missouri Bluffs. The business meeting was called to order
by Steve Rasmussen, Secretary/Treasure since the Chair and Chair-elect were unable
to attend the meeting. It was decided to leave the Chair and Chair-elect as 1 year
terms, but change the Secretary/Treasurer to a 2 year term. Tom Wardel reported on
the progress of the first GPS newsletter. It was decided to have a spring and fall
edition. Rachel Allison reported that SAF is setting up a five year pin plan. It was
reported that Ron Bauer had set up a draft web page for GPS which is hosted on the
Nebraska UNL server. Les Pinkerton was presented a certificate and plaque for
being elected an SAF Fellow in 1998. Meeting was hosted by Dave Bruton

2000 - The meeting was
held at the Holiday Inn in
Hastings, NE. Eight
members from Nebraska
and five from Kansas were
in attendance. The field
tour included a discussion
with the Nebraska Game
and Parks about the
Rainwater Basin
Management. The tour
also included a
demonstration of direct
seeding with a new tree

seed planter, and the Meridean Wildlife Management Area and Historical Site. The
tour concluded with a visit to Two Holes to observe the wetland management
project. Meeting was hosted by Scott DeWald.

2001 - The meeting was held
at the Kansas State University
Agriculture Research Center
at Hays, KS. The field tour
included a visit to the Hays
Aquatic Park to discuss the
challenges of growing trees
in a heavily used facility, and
a visit to Frontier Park the
oldest and most used park in
Hays... The Jim Ruder
family hosted the group at
their Bundleflower Plant and Wildlife Preserve. Tree and shrub planting, annual
food plots, living brush piles and range management practices that enhance wildlife
habitat were all discussed at the site. The meeting was hosted by Jim Strine

Hays Aquatic Park

2002- The meeting was held in
Tecumseh, NE at the Nemaha NRD
office. Eleven members and one guest
were present.
The treasurer’s report indicated a
balance of $5519.80 in the bank.
Rachel Allison reported there were
now56 members.
The field tour included Bur Oak
woodlands that have been converted
to Bur Oak Savannahs at the Twin
Oaks State Wildlife area near Tecumseh. It was approved for the GPSAF to join the
Nebraska Environmental Education organization. It was decided to purchase pins
for GPSAF members celebrating an anniversary in years as members of SAF.
Members will be recognized every 5 years starting with 15 years. The first pins will
be presented at the 2003 meeting in Hutchinson, KS. The meeting was hosted by
Rich Lodes.

2003 - The meeting was held
in Hutchinson, KS at the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service Area
office. Eight members from
Kansas and four from
Nebraska were in attendance.
Tim French, District IX
Representative also attended
the meeting and gave a report
on activities at the national
level. Rex Naanes was
presented a certificate and
plaque for being elected SAF
Fellow in 2001. Jim Strine
reported that GPSAF is now a member of both NACEE and KACEE.

Rachel Allison reported that we now have forty eight members. Membership
pins were presented for the first time to six members. Pins were presented to Ron
Bauer 10 years, Dave Bruton 13 years, Stephanie Carlson 15 year, Rich Lodes 20
year, Rich Straight 20 year and Jim Strine 20 year. After this year pins will be
presented at 10 year intervals.
Money was received from the Forester’s Fund for three projects. They included a
Forestry Short course in Nebraska, a Display at the National Walnut Council
Meeting in Kansas, and, the Walk in the Woods
This was the first working field day for the society rather than a field tour. The
field day was a Walk in the Woods held at the Riggs Arboretum in Waterloo, KS.
The members helped with the educational forestry stations and were able to tour the
historic Arboretum. The meeting was hosted by Dennis Carlson.
2004 – The meeting was
held in Lincoln,
Nebraska. Twenty
members and 3 guests
were present. Dennis
Carlson reported a
balance of $5511.00 in
the checking account.
Rachel reported that
there are now 48
members in GPSAF.
The Treasurer was
reminded that Dues of
$50 need to be sent to both KACEE and NACEE.
Dave Bruton has made a GPSAF display that is available to promote the society
at meetings.
Jim Strine demonstrated a rotary identification key for butterflies. He suggested
this type of key might be used for tree identification in Kansas and Nebraska. Jim
will check on cost to produce the key.

It was suggested that community foresters, that are not members of SAF, need to
be notified about trees planted for Habitat for Humanity.
It was suggested that new members be sent a copy of the history booklet. This
would be the responsibility of the chair and chair-elect. Rachel (membership chair)
should inform the chair when there is a new member.
Dennis Carlson is updating the bylaws and the years served by the chair and
chair-elect were discussed. It was decided that the chair and chair-elect will serve 2
years starting in 2005. The chair for 2005 and 2006 will be Rich Lodes. The chairelect selected for 2005 will also serve in 2006, and then serve as chair in 2007 and
2008. The annual meeting will still be rotated between the states.
Rachel Allison presented membership pins to: Dennis Adams, 10 years; John
Barber, 20 years; Ray Aslin and Gerald Hackenholz, 30 years; Les Pinkerton, 40
years.
A motion that a scholarship should be offered to individuals where the employee
does not cover the travel expenses to the annual meeting was passed. Both members
and those that may become members would be included. Only $300 should be
budgeted for this item and should not exceed $100 per person.
Doak Nickerson noted that GPSAF may need to address the complaints about the
affects of riparian forest drawing down water from the stream. We may need to look
at research and get supporting information on the benefits of riparian forest and the
negative effects that result if the trees are removed.
2005 – The meeting was held on the
Army Base at Fort Riley, KS. Twentyone members were present. Dennis
Carlson reported $5959.80 in the
GPSAF banking account.
Steve Rasmussen reported that two
trees were planted by Rachel Allison in
North Platte, NE for Habitat for
Humanity. Jim Strine reported that
280 students attended the Walk in the

Woods event held in Kansas.
Dues were paid to both KACEE and NACEE for 2005 and will be paid for 2006
in January.
Jim Strine showed a butterfly wheel and members suggested that a tree wheel
would be useful. A committee of Strine, Straight, Rasmussen and Barden were
appointed to check on cost and practicality of a tree wheel.
A motion to express gratitude to Les Pinkerton for working on the history and
providing a high quality publication was passed.
The revised bylaws were checked by the National Office and approved by the
members so are now in effect. The main changes were to bring them up to standard
and reflect the changes in officer terms.
Dennis Carlson volunteered to continue in the position of Secretary/Treasure.
Rich Straight and Steve Rasmussen agreed to find someone from Nebraska to run
for Chair-elect. If they could not find anyone, they both agreed to run for the office.
Rachel Allison planted two Habitat for Humanity trees in North Platte, Nebraska.
Jim Strine reported 280 students attended the Walk in the Woods event.

2006 – The meeting was held
in Superior, Nebraska.
Seventeen members were in
attendance. Dennis Carlson
reported $5307.38 in the
GPSAF banking account.
New changes in the fellow
nominations were discussed.
Qualifications and
procedures can be found on
the National SAF web site.

The GPSAF society now has 50 members. Rachel Allison presented 10 year pins
to Bob Atchison, Scott Josiah and Constance Miller. Charles Barden will be
attending the National Convention and HSD.
The following dollar amounts were approved for GPSAF to sponsor a forestry
related event:
National meeting sponsorship: $100
State meeting sponsorship: $75
Multi-County meeting or event: $50
Jim Strine reported that 275 Students attended the Walk in the Woods in
September.
Wayne Geyer was appointed as chair of the Science and Education committee for
the society by Chair Charles Barden.

2007 – The meeting was held in
Manhattan, Kansas. Twenty-one
members were in attendance. Rachel
Allison reported that we currently have
50 members. It was pointed out that the
National dues have been reduced to $79
for the first five years to get new
members interested in joining.
The balance of the GPSAF account
was $5288.99.
Rachel passed out membership
recognition pins to the following:
Dennis Carlson and Leanne French, 10
years; Rachel Allison, 20 years; Doak
Nickerson and Bruce White, 30 years; John Strickler and Wayne Geyer, 50 years.
John and Wayne were also presented 50 year membership plaques.
Wayne indicated he will be attending the national meeting and will chair the
Agro Forestry Session that will be discussing wood energy. Charlie Barden will

also be attending the National Meeting and HSD. Charlie also reported that Roger
Weaver is now the representative for region nine.
The members voted to sponsor the Kansas Natural Resource Conference at the
$100 level. They also approved a sponsorship at the $100 level for the Plains States
Riparian Conference in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Deborah Goard and Wayne Geyer were nominated for the chair-elect position.
Dennis Carlson was nominated for Secretary / Treasurer.
2008 – The meeting was held at
Lincoln, Nebraska. Twenty-four
members were present. Dennis
Carlson reported that GPSAF had
$5,350.04 in the bank. Primary
expenses were $100 for the
Kansas Natural Resource
Conference and $100 for the
Kansas Walk in the Woods.
Rachel Allison reported that
GPSAF now has 50 members. Rachel also recognized the following with
membership pins: Jim Brandle, Stephanie Carlson, Lisa Harrington, and Michele
Schoenberger 20 years, and Jim Strine 30 years.
Les Pinkerton volunteered to update the GPSAF history book. The twenty-five
years will be in electronic form so it can be downloaded from the web site. Dennis
Carlson reported that 230 students attended the 2008 Walk in the Woods
Dave Mooter is keeping the web site up to date. Members were encouraged to
send photos and meeting announcements to Dave so they can be put on the web site.
Wayne Geyer served as interim vice-chair after Deborah Goard (elected vicechair) moved to New Hampshire. Thad Rhodes was nominated and elected to serve
as vice-chair for 2009 and then will be chair for 2010 and 2011.
Dave Mooter and Rich Wooden are putting together a publication on Windbreak
Appraisals. Members interested in reviewing the publication were to contact Dave.

2009-The meeting was held in
Lawrence, Kansas. Nineteen
members were in attendance.
Charles Barden gave a report on
the National Convention held in
Orlando, Florida. Charles was
also congratulated on being
selected as a SAF Fellow, and he
was presented a plaque from the
chapter.
Rachel Allison presented service
pins to the following members:
Fred McCartney, Doak Nickerson, and Tim Menard for 10 years; Steve Rasmussen,
and William Cambridge for 20 years.
The Treasurer's report presented by Dennis Carlson indicated the Chapter had a
current balance of $6625.33. The silent auction raised $233.00. Major expenses
were KACEE membership, Habitat for Humanity tree, fall field day in Kansas, and
the Walk in the Woods in Kansas.
A motion was passed to amend the Habitat Humanity tree planting allocation to
include other sites found to be appropriate by each state. The maximum allocation
per year is $150 per state.
Jim Strine reported that 250 students attended the Walk in the Woods at the Riggs
Arboretum in Waterloo, Kansas.
Rachel Allison reported that the Great Plains Society has 48 members.
Thad Rhodes reported that it would cost $1000 for the National Office to maintain
the GPSAF web site. A motion was passed to continue to maintain our own web
site.
Bob Atchison reported on a 1000 cankers meeting he attended in Colorado. The
disease has been reported in Colorado, and could move to walnut in Kansas and
Nebraska.

2010- A Multi-State meeting
(Kansas and Missouri) was held
in Springfield, Missouri.
Eleven members were in
attendance. Minutes of the
2009 meeting held in Lawrence,
KS were reviewed, and the
treasures report indicated a
balance of $6584.15.
The National Update indicated
that SAF dues will go up 15
percent every 5 years starting in
2012. Student members will be
charged at the Student rate until
they are employed in a forestry related position, then they will receive a discount for
5 years. Dues for 2012 will be: Members $153, Retired $121, 5 year Student
discount $98, and Students $40.
GPSAF had 48 members. Membership pins for 2010 were: Keith Lynch 40 years,
Rich Straight 30 years, Charles Barden, and David Bruton 10 years, David
Christensen, Adam Howard, Casey McCoy, and Jason Severe 10 years.
Kansas had 260, and Nebraska 210 students participate in the Walk in the Woods
program.
Les Pinkerton indicated that he will have Dave Mooter post the 25 Year GPSAF
History (1983-2008) on the GPSAF website.
Rachel Allison's term on the District Fellows Committee has expired, and John
Strickler and Charles Barden were nominated to be put on the ballot to determine the
new Committee member.

2011 - the annual meeting was held in
Lincoln, NE. Twenty-five members
were in attendance. It was noted that
Kansas had more members present than
Nebraska.
The treasurers report indicated a
balance of $4945.81. The main
expenses were $300 for two new
GPSAF Banners, and $1000 to SAF for
the Leadership Conference. It was
noted that $400 was received from the
Kansas Natural Resource Council for
helping with the meeting in Wichita, KS.
Charlie Barden discussed the new eligibility rules, and procedures for nominating
Fellows. Thad Rhodes discussed the new dues structure which includes: Student
$40, Silver Member $90, Gold Member $145, and Platinum $240. Each level has
increasing amount of "perks".
Rachel Allison handed out membership pins to the following: Terry Baker 10 years,
and Pam Bergstrom 10 years.
Habitat Trees for Humanity were planted in Wayne, NE, and Lawrence, KS.
Jim Strine reported that 280 students attended the Walk in the Woods program. This
was the 15th year of the program in Kansas. Steve Rasmussen reported 80 students
attended Walk in the Woods in Nebraska.
A motion to donate $200 to the Rich Lodes Scholarship fund was passed. The
scholarship(s) are to go to graduating students from Lincoln public schools that will
be majoring in Forestry, Wildlife Management, or Range Management.

2012 - meeting was held at the
Prairie Band Casino in Mayetta,
KS. Twenty three members
were in attendance. Rachel
reported that we have 42
members in our Society.
Pins for this year were
presented to: Larry Biles - 40
years. Pins were mailed to:
John Myers - 50 years, and
Brent Olson - 20 years.
Each state has $100 for Habitat for Humanity tree plantings. Pam Bergstrom has
prepared a brochure about tree plantings at Habitat for Humanity houses. It was
determined that the brochure should not be used as an application, and should not be
used to promote the tree plantings to specific chapters of Habitat for Humanity.
It was determined that the tree markers used for the Memorial Trees will remain the
same with the date, and keep Bur Oak as the species because it can grow on a variety
of sites. The Shield Logo will be kept on the markers. Dennis Adams will try to
find a new company to make the markers.
Dave Walters (District 9 Council Member) discussed the membership issues that the
Council has been struggling with at their meetings. The main discussion it to
determine who we want to allow to be members of the organization. Should people
who are in the natural science fields, but work in Forestry, be allowed to become
members?
John Barber expressed concern that future meetings should be promoted as a training
workshop not as an Annual Meeting. It is becoming more difficult for government
employees to travel to meetings that don't promote some kind of training.

2013 - meeting was held in
Lincoln, NE. Twenty-one
members were in attendance.
Dennis Carlson was appointed
Secretary/Treasurer for the
remainder of Nicole Opbroek's
term.
Dennis was unable to give a
Treasurer's report because it
was in a USDA office which
was closed because of the
government shutdown. Dennis provided the checking balance of $4274.80 after
government offices were opened a day later.
The major expense for the year was $5507.50 for the Rangefinder Training for this
meeting. However, $5000 was received from the Foresters Fund for the Training.
Income for the year included: dues$144; KNRC $600; meeting registration $475,
and silent auction $401.
Katy Dhungel indicated John Overstreet has 20 years in GPSAF and Alice Hannon
30 years.
Kim Slezak reported she had started revising the website and the new design should
be available in December. A motion to purchase the domain name of gpsaf.org for
$15 was passed.
Les Pinkerton reported that the 30 year GPSAF history (1983 to 2013) will be on the
web site the first part of 2014. A list of GPSAF members that have passed away
will be included in the history.
A motion to keep the amount each state can spend for Habitat Humanity Trees at
$100 was passed. The motion does not limit the number of trees, but only allows
$100 per state/ per year.
Steve Rasmussen reported 115 4th and 5th graders attended a walk in the woods at
West Point, NE. Dennis Carlson reported 280 5th grade students attended the walk
in the Woods at the Riggs Arboretum in Kingman County, KS.

Cory Schmidt presented Bob Atchison with a 2013 Fellow award.
Bob Atchison reported that GPSAF logo will be embroidered on clothing sent to the
Endzone in Manhattan, KS for approximately $6.00.
It was decided to have the 2014 meeting in Manhattan, KS during the National
Walnut Council meeting in June.
It was decided to provide Jim Strine the cost of one night at a hotel at the National
Meeting where he will receive the Presidential Foresters Fund award.
Dave Bruton purchased Tree Markers for GPSAF annual tree planting through 2023.
A GPSAF meeting was also held in January 2013 in conjunction with the Kansas
Natural Resource Conference in Wichita, KS. Seventeen people were in attendance,
but several were not members.
Nicole reported an ending balance of $4654.98 for 2012. She also presented a
detailed treasure's report for 2012.

Memorial Tree Planting
In 1995 it was decided to plant a tree to recognize the host community of Fort
Leavenworth, KS as the site of the 1995 GPSAF Meeting. Dave Bruton wanted to
plant trees where we had meetings so people would know we had been there. The
tree was planted at the Day Care Center, complete with a label mounted on a hedge
post. The members decided this was a very worth while and an important function
to continue at future meetings. The tradition has continued. The following are the
locations of the memorial trees:
1995 - Day Care Center, Fort Leavenworth, KS
1996 - Swimming pool, Crawford, NE
1996 - Special planting at Geographical Center of the US near Lebanon, KS
1997 - Bergman Elementary School, Manhattan, KS
1998 - Nursery Visitor Center at USFS Bessey Nursery, Halsey, NE
1999 - Fisher Community Center, Hiawatha, KS
2000 - Hastings City Park, Hastings, NE
2001 - Frontier Park, Hays, KS
2002 - Tecumseh Public Library, Tecumseh, NE
2003 - Farmington Park, Hutchinson, KS
2004 - Agriculture Research Development Center, Meade, NE
2005 - First Territorial Capitol, Fort Riley, KS
2006 - Lincoln Park in Superior, NE.
2007 - Bergman Elementary School, Manhattan, KS
2007 - Memorial Tree for Troy Bratton, Kansas Forest Service, Manhattan, KS
2008 - Corps of Engineers Holmes Park, Lincoln, NE
2009 - Lawrence Area Rotary Arboretum, Lawrence, KS
2010 - Multi-State Meeting - No tree was planted.
2011 - University of Nebraska Campus, Lincoln NE
2012 - Prairie Band Casino & Resort, Mayetta, KS (No Osage Orange Post)
2013 - Lower Platte South, Natural Resources District, Lincoln, NE
Note: All trees were bur oak except the 2002 tree was a turkey street hazel nut, and
the memorial tree for Troy Bratton was an English Oak.

Tree planting 1998 - Halsey, NE

Tree planting 2002 - Tecumsch, NE

Tree planting 2001 - Hays, KS

Osage Orange post with tree label - 2006

Tree planting 2013 - Lincoln, NE

Tree planting 2009 - Lawrence, KS

Fellows

SAF Fellows exemplify stellar contributions to forestry, education, research
and to the advancement of the profession and the Society. Fellows are elected from
within their state societies. Election to the position of Fellow requires a two-thirds
affirmative vote by the members of the nominating state society.
The following members have been elected as Fellows for the Great Plains
Society:
Nebraska

1987

Walter Bagley
1989

1987

1988

David Hintz

William B. Clark

2003

Picture
Not
Available

David Van Haverbeke

Rachel Allison

Kansas

1996

1998

John K. Strickler

2001

Lester Pinkerton

2001

2008

2010

Larry Biles

Wayne Geyer

Charles Barden

Rex Naanes

2013

Bob Atchison

Natural Areas
In 1991 the GPS supported the designation of the area known as Rocktown as
a Natural Area through the Society of American Forester’s program. Rocktown is
comprised of 300 acres within the Lucas Park area at Wilson Lake in Kansas. The
Corps of Engineers is responsible for the management of this area. The area has no
development for recreation. The outstanding feature of the area is the massive red
sandstone rock formations. These weathered sandstone outcropping rise 15 to 30
feet above the ground

Walk in the Woods
The Walk in the Woods
program is designed to help
members teach the public
about the many benefits of
healthy forest, and about how
foresters care for these forests.
It is intended to take children,
media, lawmakers, neighbors
and others into the woods and
share the love and respect for
nature and the environment.
Riggs Arboretum

The Walk in the Woods field day for fifth grade students in South Central Kansas
has been held since 1998. It is held every year at the Riggs Arboretum in Waterloo,
Kansas. The Riggs Arboretum was originally a plant materials testing site dating
back to the late 1800’s. Over 10,000 different plant species were tested. The
Arboretum was once a nursery and a USDA experiment station in the early 1900’s.
The plants and trees surviving the harsh environment are now part of the Arboretum.
The Arboretum now resembles a forest more than an Arboretum.
The first Walk in the Woods in Nebraska was held in the Cedar Canyon State Forest
in 1997. It has also been held at Yellowbanks WMA in 1998, Oak Valley Wildlife
Management Area in 1999, Ashford Scout Camp in 2000, and West Point in 2013.

2009 - Walk in the Woods Jason Severe

2011 - Walk in the Woods - Dave Mooter

Habitat for Humanity
The partnership of SAF and
Habitat for Humanity is a great way
to remind people of all the benefits
that trees provide for people and
wildlife. GPSAF members in both
Kansas and Nebraska have planted
trees at Habitat for Humanity homes.
In 2000, an Amur maple was
planted at the Regina Bank’s home
in Manhattan, KS.
In 2000, Rachel Allison planted
2000 Habitat for Humanity Home, Manhattan, KS
an oak tree at a home in North
Platte, Nebraska, and Steve Rasmussen planted a northern red oak tree at a home in
Norfolk, NE. In 2001, Steve Rasmussen and Erik Dunken planted a flowering
crabapple tree at a home in Norfolk, NE

2000 Habitat for Humanity tree planting

Norfolk, NE

In 2005 an American linden and a
weeping willow were planted by Rachel
Allison in North Platte, Nebraska, and Steve
Rasmussen planted a crabapple in Wayne,
Nebraska.

2005 Habitat for Humanity tree planting

North Platte, NE

2005 Habitat for Humanity tree planting
North Platte, NE

2005 Habitat for Humanity tree planting
in Wayne, NE

2011 Habitat for Humanity
tree planting in
Lawrence, KS

APPENDIX

KANSAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
YEAR

PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT-ELECT

1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989

Gerald Bratton
Bill Loucks
Bill Moyer
A Jay Schultz
A Jay Schultz
Jack Rowland
Ray Aslin

Bill Loucks
Bill Moyer
A Jay Schultz
Jack Rowland
Jack Rowland
Ray Aslin
Jim Strine

SEC/TREA

Bill Moyer
Len Gould
Keith Lynch
Jim Strine
Jim Strine
Jim Strine
Berry New

NEBRASKA CHAPTER OFFICERS
YEAR
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989

PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT-ELECT

SEC/TREA

Doak Nickerson
Gary Hunter
John Hintz
Mary Ellen Dix
Mary Ellen Dix
Tom Wardle
Mike Kuhns

Gary Hunter
John Hintz
John Walkowiak *
Mary Ellen Dix
Tom Wardle
Mike Kuhns
Doak Nickerson

Mary Ellen Dix
Mary Ellen Dix
Mary Ellen Dix
Richard Straight
Richard Straight
Richard Straight
Richard Straight

* John Walkowiak resigned as President-elect to take a job in Montana, so Mary
Ellen Dix served as both President and President-elect in 1986 and President in
1987.

GREAT PLAINS SOCIETY OFFICERS
YEAR PRESIDENT/
CHAIR
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

Doak Nickerson
Bill Loucks
John Hintz
A Jay Schultz
Mary Ellen Dix
Jack Rowland
Mike Kuhns
Jim Strine
Rich Straight
Lester Pinkerton
Steve Rasmussen
Leah Ricke
Doak Nickerson
David Bruton
Rachel Allison
Jim Strine
Mike Behrens
Troy Bratton
Richard Straight
Dennis Carlson
Rich Lodes
Bob Atchison
Rich Lodes
Charles Barden
Charles Barden
Steve Rasmussen
Steve Rasmussen
Thad Rhodes
Thad Rhodes
Cory Schmidt
Cory Schmidt

PRESIDENT-ELECT/
CHAIR-ELECT
Bill Loucks
John Hintz
A Jay Schultz
Mary Ellen Dix
Jack Rowland
MikeKuhns
Jim Strine
Richard Straight
Lester Pinkerton
Steve Rasmussen*
Leah Ricke
Doak Nickerson
Dave Bruton
Rachel Allison
Jim Strine
Mike Behrens
Troy Bratton
John DuPlissis**
Dennis Carlson
Rich Lodes
Bob Atchison
Rich Lodes
Charles Barden
Steve Rasmussen
Steve Rasmussen
Wayne Geyer****
Thad Rhodes
Cory Schmidt
Cory Schmidt
Bob Atchison
Bob Atchison

SEC/TREA

Mary Ellen Dix
Leonard Gould
Mary Ellen Dix
Jim Strine
Richard Straight
Jim Strine
Richard Straight
Barry New
Clark Fleege
Neal Berry
Doak Nickerson
Dave Bruton
Dave Mooter
Arlen Ricke
Mike Behrens
Eric Berg
Steve Rasmussen
Steve Rasmussen
Steve Rasmussen
John Hamel
John Hamel***
Dennis Carlson
Dennis Carlson
Dennis Carlson
Dennis Carlson
Dennis Carlson
Dennis Carlson
Dennis Carlson
Dennis Carlson
Nicole Ricci
Nicole (Ricci)
Opbroek*****

* Filled in for Darrell Ausborn
** Replaced by Rich Straight
*** Term completed by Dennis Carlson
**** Wayne served as interim chair-elect after Deborah Goard moved to New
Hampshire
***** Dennis Carlson filled in for Nicole (Ricci) Opbroek from August to
December 2013 after Nicole left for South Korea.

Meeting Location Summary

YEAR

STATE

1983
1984
1985
1986

NE
KS
NE
NE

1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996

NE
KS
NE
KS
NE
NE
KS
NE
KS
NE

1997

KS

1998
1999
2000
2001

NE
KS
NE
KS

LOCATION
Lincoln - East Campus, University of Nebraska
Manhattan - Tuttle Creek State Park
Republican City - Harlan County Reservoir
Lincoln - conjunction with International Windbreak
Symposium
Grand Island - Central Platte NRD
Atchison - Grand Canyon of Kansas
Lincoln - East Campus
Manhattan - Gallaher Forestry Building
Omaha - Offutt AFB
Tecumseh - Nemaha NRD office
Quinter - Castle Rock
Nebraska City- Lied Conference Center
Fort Leavenworth
Fort Robinson State Park - included North & South
Dakota Societies
Manhattan - with Kansas Council of Soil & Water
Conservation Society, and Wildlife Society
Halsey - 4-H Camp
Hiawatha - Fisher Center
Hasting - Holiday Inn
Hays - Kansas State Univ. Agri. Research Center

2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

NE
KS
NE
KS
NE
KS
NE
KS
MO
NE
KS
NE

Tecumseh - Nemaha NRD
Hutchinson - NRCS Area Office
Lincoln
Fort Riley
Superior
Manhattan - Gallaher Forestry Building
Lincoln
Lawrence
Springfield - Multi-State with Missouri
Lincoln
Mayetta -Prairie Band Casino
Lincoln - Lower Platte South NRD

IN MEMORIAN
The following Great Plains Society of American Foresters members have passed
away.
NAME

YEAR OF DEATH
KANSAS

Neal Berry
Clifford R. Biswell
Troy Bratton
Harold Gallaher
Harry P Gaylor
Leonard K. Gould
E. Rex Naanes
Hugh E. Thompson

1994
2010
2007
1989
1989
NA
2008
NA

NEBRASKA
Mitchell Ferrill
Dick Gavit
Neal Jennings
Richard J. Lodes
David P. Mooter
Keith Ticknor
Jon S. Wilson

NA - Year of death not available.

1983
2000
2011
2011
2012
2007
2002

